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 September 2019 

The 2019 Garden Walk was a success.  Thanks to the committee mem-

bers who put it all together and to the members that worked at each of 

the gardens.  We had beautiful weather that day - thank you Mother Na-

ture. 

296 tickets were sold and approximately 316 toured the gardens.   

Front porch of Steve Lankton’s house. 
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Garden Walk 2019 

Garden shed at the Lindemann home with a beautiful view of the 

Manitowoc County countryside. 

Lindemann Garden 

Inside the “She Shed” at the Robinson garden. 
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Garden Walk 2019 

 Theresa Wiles talks with Garden Walk attendees. 

People enjoying the walk around the garden at Wiles Farm.  
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Garden Walk 2019 

Retlich garden 

Retlich garden 

Garden art at the Retlich garden 

Retlich garden 
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Garden Walk 2019 

Wesener garden 

Wesener garden 

Wesener garden bird house 

Garden art at the Wesener garden 
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Manitowoc County Fair 

Great weather for the fair this year.  The new 

umbrella was really nice keeping the sun off of 

us. 

Total attendance this year was around 41,000.  

That’s a lot of people who had a chance to see 

the Master Gardeners gardens. 

Get ready for next year folks - the 2020 County 

Fair will be August 26th - 30th! 

Chris Boeder manning the booth! 

A father and son admiring the flowers. 
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Manitowoc County Fair 
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Guests Speakers/Meetings 

June’s meeting featured speaker 

Jennifer Heaton Amrhein from the 

DATCP in Madison.  She gave a 

very informative talk on history of 

hemp in state, different uses for fi-

ber, grain or CBD.  This is a re-

search pilot program in the state and 

explained the sampling, testing and 

licensing requirements. 

For our July meeting, we had a field trip 

to the  Door County Agricultural Re-

search Station. 

Max Martin gave a presentation on how 

they collect and store seeds. 

Max Martin with some of the potato samples. 

Members looking at some of the seeds 

that they are storing. 

Touring the green houses. 
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Guests Speakers/Meetings 

After the presentation and tour of the Door County Agricultural Research Station, we toured the dis-

play gardens that are maintained by the Door County Master Gardeners.  The gardens had beauti-

ful plant displays as well as structural displays including stained and blown glass. 
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Master Gardeners in Action 

Together, Painting Pathways Clubhouse and FoodWIse submitted and won a $2500 Growing To-

gether, WI grant to cover the cost of creating 4 mobile salad gardens.  As a result, PPC is able to 

offer fresh salad as part of their daily meal and in their on-site food pantry and encourage gardening 

for fun and exercise.   

FoodWIse has offered both nutrition education and physical activity for on-site for Painting Path-

ways Clubhouse (PPC) members for several years. PPC is a recovery-based program serving 

adults with diagnosed mental illness, a 501c3 organization affiliated with Clubhouse International.  

Classes are well attended, as all aspects of wellness including spiritual, mental, and physical have 

long been the premise of the PPC organization.  PPC members cook and eat together every day M-

F as a way to socialize, to increase consumption of healthy produce, and to improve culinary skills. 

In light of a 2019 building project that will eliminate the current in-ground gardens at PPC, members 

re-evaluated their garden situation. They decided to focus on greater access for members with dex-

terity and mobility issues and the building project plans hadn’t been finalized, so the idea of mobile 

salad tables emerged.   
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To generate more interest in gardening, Master Gardeners President Annette Paul and FoodWIse 

Coordinator Laura Apfelbeck taught a series of seminars on-site at PPC on such topics as design-

ing a garden, companion planting, & controlling pests.  4-H Teen Ambassadors assisted Halvor Hal-

vorsen who volunteered to design and build the first two mobile salad gardens which were delivered 

in late June. Fleet Farm of Manitowoc donated seedlings.  

PPC members report the prototypes are easy to move and too high for bunnies.  After initial trial, 

PPC suggested the next 2 beds be somewhat deeper to better accommodate root vegetables.  

Members already harvested about ½ lb of salad and herbs. To increase public awareness, the salad 

tables will be exhibited at the Manitowoc County Fair both as a woodworking project and as a scrap-

booking project.  PPC Members are weighing produce they harvest, and that data will be included in 

the state Growing Together, WI web site and database.  This is a successful project that could easi-

ly be replicated at food pantries, ADRC meal sites, and other facilities where in-ground gardens are 

not suitable due to soil conditions, gardeners’ mobility concerns, or land use restrictions. 

Master Gardeners in Action (continued) 

 

We now have our own logo!  With help from 

Marilyn Starzewski’s daughter Marty to get 

things rolling, we were able to finalize the logo 

with the help of Erickson Sports Apparel.  

 

We were able to use the logo on our new MG 

shirts.  Thanks to Toni Brendemuehl for getting 

the t-shirt order started for us. 

Master Gardeners’ Logo 
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News From the Vice President 

Notes from meeting on Rain Gardens located at the Extension Office 

From Steve Lankton 

 

On July 24, 2019 I met with Tara Wachowski (Education Coordinator) and Rick Kerhberg 

(Maintenance Coordinator) at the Extension Office.  Tara asked for the meeting to see if the Mas-

ter Gardeners would be interested in being involved in the Rain Gardens at the Extension Office, 

and if so, how.  Wendi gave Tara my name as a contact for the MGV group.  My notes follow: 

Rick gave the background that the Extension office currently has two rain gardens.  They have 

worked so well that he has applied for a grant to install three more of them at the office.  They 

would be similar in size to the small one they currently have.  He expects to know about the grant 

later this fall. 

Tara asked if the Master Gardeners would be interested in helping to maintain the gardens, for 

example to help identify invasive species that may be present.  I said we could probably assist 

with this. 

Rick and Tara said they normally leave the plants up for the winter, and do the cutback in the 

spring.  They asked if the MG’s would be able to help with the spring cleanup.  I said I thought our 

best value would be to supervise a crew with strong backs, rather than commit to doing the actual 

work ourselves.  The work crew could be volunteers such as a high school group, or from a local 

company. 

I also said the MG’s might be able to help with design (i.e. plant selection) of the three new rain 

gardens.  We have the plant map of the large existing one that has worked so well, for use as a 

reference. 

Tara wants to publicize the rain garden concept to the general public, since it has worked so well 

in solving the drainage issues at the Extension office.  Two of her ideas were: 

• Write an article for the local paper, she would do this and let us review 

• Host a workshop for the general public, where we might be able to get a rain garden expert 

from Madison to speak.  She asked if the MG’s might be able to assist in locating such an ex-

pert 
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Master Gardeners - Report Your Hours 

The deadline for getting your hours in for the 2018 - 2019 reporting  year is fast approaching.   

Your hours need to be reported by October 1st. 

 

This year your hours need to be reported on-line.  There is a new reporting system “ORS” or On-

line Reporting System”.  If you receive emails from “ Wisconsin Master Gardener Program”, you 

should have received emails about the ORS.  The latest email was sent 9/3/2019. 

 

In case you missed it, the information on the new reporting system is at: 

https://wimastergardener.org/report-your-hours/  

 

At that webpage, there are  videos on how to activate your account if you haven’t already done so 

and how to do the reporting.  And by watching all 7 of the videos, you can claim .6 hours of con-

tinuing education!  

 

There is also a link to the actual page for doing the hours reporting.  That link is: 

https://volunteers.wimastergardener.org/vms/sec_Login/ 

That link will take you to the ONLINE REPORTING SYSTEM  sign in page.  But remember you 

must activate your account first and setup your password before you can use that link. 

http://post.spmailtechno.com/f/a/0PxyABpM0ZRJN_Vk_hlPHg~~/AAGMWgA~/RgRfT8T1P0QvaHR0cHM6Ly93aW1hc3RlcmdhcmRlbmVyLm9yZy9yZXBvcnQteW91ci1ob3Vycy9XA3NwY0IKAAB1kW5dtRjofVIWcnVubmluZ21vbUBjaGFydGVyLm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~
https://volunteers.wimastergardener.org/vms/sec_Login/
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Master Gardener Websites 

 

https://wimastergardener.org/ 

https://www.wimga.org/ 

https://manitowoc.uwex.edu/horticulture/ 

 

 

 ORGANIZATION OR 

EVENT 

DATE EVENT FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Wild Ones - Fox Valley 

Area 

10/19/2019 Seed collecting Work-

shop with Connie 

Ramthun 

https://foxvalleyarea.wildones.org/events/6016/  

Green Bay Botanical Gar-

den 

09/28/2019 Fall Family Festival https://gbbg.org/calendar/  

Winnebago County Master 

Gardeners 

02/15/2020 Spring Garden Seminar https://wimastergardener.org/events/winnebago-

county-master-gardeners-spring-garden-seminar/  

Up Coming Events 

Got Bulbs??? 

If you need to purchase flower bulbs this fall, consider purchasing 

through Flower Power Fundraising for the Star Splitters 4H Club of 

Manitowoc.  

Their 4-H club will earn some funding toward their trip to Huntsville, 

AL to compete in their rocketry program.  

There is a link on the Manitowoc County Master Gardeners facebook 

page as well as the Star Splitters 4H Club’s facebook page. 

To go the the fundraising site directly, click on: 

https://shop.flowerpowerfundraising.com/products.aspx?

c=starsplitters  

The order deadline is Tuesday , October 15, 2019 

 

https://wimastergardener.org/
https://www.wimga.org/
https://manitowoc.uwex.edu/horticulture/
https://foxvalleyarea.wildones.org/events/6016/
https://gbbg.org/calendar/
https://wimastergardener.org/events/winnebago-county-master-gardeners-spring-garden-seminar/
https://wimastergardener.org/events/winnebago-county-master-gardeners-spring-garden-seminar/
https://shop.flowerpowerfundraising.com/products.aspx?c=starsplitters
https://shop.flowerpowerfundraising.com/products.aspx?c=starsplitters
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Plant Clinic Hours 

Tuesday & Friday from 10:00am till Noon. 

May 1
st
 through September 27

th
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Date / Time Topic Notes 

September 23 WI Farm Discovery Center Tour 4:00 - 5:30 Tour 

5:30 - 8:00 Meal and 

Meeting in South 

conference room 

October Speaker: Garden Tool Maintenance  

November Hartman’s Greenhouse tour  

December Christmas Party  

Master Gardener Board of Directors 

President:  Annette Paul 

Vice President: Steve Lankton 

Secretary:  Carol Lallensack 

Treasurer:  Linda Gratz  

Board Member: RK Greening 

Board Member: Marilyn Starzewski 

Manitowoc Master Gardener Info 
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Fall Gardening 

Even though most people think of spring and summer as the busy time for planting gardens, grow-

ing vegetables and lots of weeding, fall can be just as busy. 

Here are some fall planting activities: 

Got Milk(weed)?? 

Fall is a great time to plant milkweed seeds especially November and December (before the snow 

flies).  Exposure to cold and moist conditions give the seeds what they need to germinate in the 

spring and ensure a good display of flowers the following summer. Its best to scatter seeds when 

the ground isn’t covered with snow so that the seeds can have good soil contact and lie under a 

moist blanket of snow all winter.  Monarch butterflies will thank you.   

 

Plant your Spring-Flowering Bulbs 

You can plant spring bulbs right up until the ground freezes.    

 

Dig up and replant or divide your peonies 

Dividing your peonies can be a big job if you have lots of them but now is the time.  Dig the peony  

up in a big clump. Knock off all the dirt and clean it so you can see the roots. If there is not a clear 

way to split it, use a knife to cut it apart.  Divide so that each clump has 4 to 6 eyes each.  When 

planting the new clumps, make sure the eyes are just beneath the surface.  Planting too deep will 

cause the peonies to not bloom. 
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Volunteer Oppurtunities 

If you are looking for ways to get volunteer hours, the Community Projects Committee has been 

working on a list projects and other  opportunities. 

 

Here is a list that they have been working on for approved Master Gardener projects: 

 

Plant Clinic 

Garden Walk 

Garden Talk 

Woodland Dunes 

Public, City & County Parks & Gardens (inc. Community Gardens) 

Manitowoc County Historical Society – Pinecrest Village  

Local churches – landscape maintenance 

Expo display gardens – Manitowoc County Fair 

Riverview School – outdoor classroom garden 

Manitowoc Public Library – seed planting program 

Mariners Trail – public gardens 

U.W. Food Wise Program 

Badger Car Ferry plantings  

Garden Faire Booth 

Vegetable Donations to Food Pantries 

Youth & Community Education 

Green Bay Botanical Garden 

Earth Care Festival 

MGV Committee work  


