
Share this email:

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension Dairy Program is your connection to researched-
based dairy information which promotes healthy dairy cattle, profitable dairy farms, and competitiveness in the

dairy industry.

November 2022- Ag Updates

IMPORTANT

NEW THIS YEAR - YQCA REQUIRED FOR DAIRY EXHIBITORS

Youth for Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) is a national multi-species quality assurance
program for youth ages 8 to 21 with a focus on three core pillars: food safety, animal
well-being, and character development. The website to learn more and register for a
session can be found at yqcaprogram.org. There will be in-person sessions around the
county from FFA Ag Instructors and the Manitowoc Ag Educator as well as an option to
take the course on-line. Please watch the Manitowoc County Extension website under
Agriculture for dates and instructions. 

Cornell CALS PRO-DAIRY
Dairy Environmental Systems 

offers guidance for heavy
snow removal

Removal of significant snow
accumulations off of a barn roof is best
performed in a systematic way to reduce
the risk of injury or death to both barn
occupants and those working on the roof.
Removing roof snow without a proper
approach may cause more damage than
if left alone in some cases by creating an
unbalanced and/or concentrated roof
loads.

The recent Upstate New York snow
storms have dumped feet of snow
causing many barns to be in danger of
failure. Before accessing a barn roof, first

assess the barn’s current structural situation. Wood frame structures generally will
provide clues that failure is interment before they fail. For a wood structure, the some or
all of the following audible and/or visual signs may be noticed prior to failure:

- Creaking or moaning in the building

- Bowing of truss bottom chords or compression web members

- Bowing of rafters or purlins

- Bowing of headers or columns

Note: For pre-engineered metal structures, the above list does not apply, as these
structures will more likely fail without warning.

If any of the above items are observed, then careful assessment of the situation is
needed. Consider removing cows from the barn, if possible, using cab tractors and skid
loaders to provide workers some level of safety. If in doubt, do not enter the barn or go
on the roof.

Farmers who do decide to remove snow from barn roofs must be very aware of the
dangers that are present and refrain from becoming complacent after working hours on
end removing snow. Below are some recommendations for removing snow from barn
roofs in the form of Do’s and Don’ts.

Heavy Snow Loads                              Do's and Don'ts for Barn Snow
Removal

Sign up for the 2023 virtual nutrient management training!
The virtual nutrient management training will be provided on five separate occasions

and will highlight information on soil sampling, nutrient management principles, and

conservation options. Sign up to attend here!

Nutrient Management On-Call Help Line is available for
the 2022-23 planning season!

Staff from the Nutrient and Pest Management Program and Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection are now available for additional, one-on-one help at your convenience.  Contact the on-call

specialists for your nutrient management planning needs.

IN THE NEWS

A webinar series to provide the latest research-based dairy information to improve animal welfare,
breeding and genetic selection, automation and modernization, and nutritional decisions for

producers, dairy workers and managers, ag professionals, and educators. 

DATES ANNOUNCED!

Tuesdays from 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

January 10, 24, and 31

February 7 and 21

March 7, 14, and 21

Registration information to come!

Registration is open - https://go.wisc.edu/greo5e 

It will take you to the General Farming shelf with the registration being item D, event (j)

Sign-up for the Dairy Program Newsletter to receive the latest research articles and information
about upcoming events!

Sign-Up

Hay Market Report
All hay prices quoted are dollars per ton FOB point
of origin for alfalfa hay unless otherwise noted. The
information presented in this report is compiled from
public and private quality tested sales and reports in

the Midwest.

Click here for full report

Dairy Situation and Outlook
Milk production continues to run above year ago levels. October production
was 1.2% above a year ago, the result of 31,000 more cows, an increase of
0.3% and 0.9% more milk per cow. This was the third straight month of more
than a 1% increase. Of the 24 reporting states 14 had an increase in milk
production, 6 a decrease in production and 4 with no change. Milk production
for the top five states was: California down 0.5% due to lower production per
cow, Wisconsin up just 0.6% due to 7,000 fewer cows, Idaho up 3.2%, Texas
up 7.0% and New York up 1.7%. Both Idaho and Texas had more cows and
more milk per cow while New York had more milk per cow but fewer cows.
States with relatively high increases in milk production were South Dakota
14.1%, Georgia13.7%, Iowa 7.6% and Kansas 4.5%. Florida and New Mexico
had relatively large decreases of 12.9% and 4.2% respectively due to fewer

milk cows.

Full Article- Click Here

2023 Internship:
Inside Sales & Marketing

STgenetics® is the preeminent sex-selecting service
provider for livestock breeders, ranchers and farmers
worldwide who seek to maximize their herds’
productivity and efficiency through artificial
insemination breeding techniques.

There are also other internships that will be posted on
our website, www.stgen.com that encompass other aspects of STgenetics. 

Click here for application
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