
Reducing Enteric Methane Emissions in US Holstein Cows
Reducing greenhouse gas emissions is crucial for addressing the challenges ahead, both in the dairy
industry and for society as a whole. Meeting the growing demand for animal protein while minimizing
environmental impact has become an urgent priority. Guillermo Martinez Boggio, Post Doctoral
Associate at UW-Madison, was invited to talk about his research in the Badger Dairy Insight last
month. He talks about the objectives of his research, the efforts he and his team has done to collect
data from commercial farms and some preliminary results on methane prediction using milk spectra
data.

Read full article here

New Tool Helps Farmers Make Conservation Decisions
Sustainability is a common topic of discussion in agriculture. We typically equate sustainability to the
environment, but it actually has three facets; environmental, financial, and social. Social sustainability
involves the well-being of the people impacted, and financial sustainability involves making decisions
to promote the financial viability on an entity.

Read full article here

Did You Know??.....

The Wisconsin Well Testing Access Program (WellTAP) provides no-cost testing to
private well users for whom a burden prevents them from testing their wells for
Wisconsin's most common groundwater contaminants. *WellTAP is provided to well
users through coordination with the Wisconsin State Lab of Hygiene (WSLH), the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and local and tribal health
departments (LTHDs). 

Wisconsin WellTAP

https://dairy.extension.wisc.edu/articles/reducing-enteric-methane-emissions-in-us-holstein-cows/
https://cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu/articles/new-tool-helps-farmers-make-conservation-decisions/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03666.pdf


Upcoming Events

https://go.wisc.edu/dmc-arcplc


Focus on Forage is a free, four-part webinar series highlighting research-based information and
farmer strategies to optimize forage yield, quality, and profitability in Wisconsin. This series
continues in 2025 starting on February 5. Join forage industry experts, UW–Madison specialists,
and Extension educators from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. on the following dates for discussions on
alfalfa, corn silage and forage cover crops. 

                                                  Register Here                                                  

Feb. 5, 2025: Focus on Alfalfa Companions-Josh Kamps, UW–Madison; Shelby Gruss, Iowa
State University; and Marta Kohmann, UW–Madison, will lead the first alfalfa webinar. Josh
Kamps will discuss planting alfalfa green into a cereal rye cover crop, Dr. Gruss will present on
the integration of warm season annuals grasses into alfalfa, and Dr. Kohmann will present on
alfalfa nutrient credits. 

Feb. 12, 2025: Focus on Corn Silage-Damon Smith, UW–Madison; John Goeser, Rock River
Laboratory; and Harkirat Kaur, UW–Madison will lead a corn silage webinar. Dr. Smith will cover
mycotoxin accumulation in corn and silage, Dr. Goeser will cover trends in forage quality energy
& hygiene, and Dr. Kaur will present on the potential for new short corn hybrids for silage use.

Feb. 26, 2025: Focus on Forage Cover Crops-Ken Kalscheur, Lizzy French and Barbara Dittrich,
USDA Dairy Forage Research Center; and Dan Marzu, UW–Madison will lead a webinar focused
on forage cover crops. Dr. Kalscheur will present on the use of cover crops as alternative forage
in the dairy ration, Dr. French and Barbara Dittrich will discuss precision feeding of alternative
forages to dairy cows during early lactation, and Dan Marzu will present on preliminary trends in
forage quality from the Wisconsin Cover Crop Citizen Science Survey.

March 5, 2025: Focus on the Alfalfa Toolbox-Mike Bertram, Scott Newell and Mark Renz of UW–
Madison and Mike Stanek, WI NRCS will lead the second alfalfa webinar. Bertram will showcase
the 2024 results of the Wisconsin Alfalfa Yield and Persistence project, Newell will showcase
the UW–Madison Alfalfa Cutting Tool, Dr. Renz asks “How much weed management does alfalfa
REALLY need?”, and Stanek will discuss the new Short Term Perennial NRCS scenario with
money available to establish alfalfa.

https://go.wisc.edu/FoF2025




https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxDeBtN27m0EGSi4QKb4A--0zEpepuA0VuYrf-FBNbm6Ng2g/viewform?usp=sharing


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbDhE81CVvqtBY_rG3OppL87u5BB1O4Xng30nK6Y7OKWFjlA/viewform


http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://manitowoc.extension.wisc.edu/files/2025/01/Forage-Flyer-2025.pdf


Registration

Youth Opportunity Event

https://go.wisc.edu/VITAL2025
https://go.wisc.edu/vital2025


YQCA participants please register here if
participating in the training

https://gotoltc.edu/ag-discovery
https://yqcaprogram.org/


Share this email:

Scholarships

2025 Ag Alumni Scholarship

2025 Donald R Peterson Scholarship

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension Dairy Program is your connection to researched-
based dairy information which promotes healthy dairy cattle, profitable dairy farms, and competitiveness in the

dairy industry.

Website: https://manitowoc.extension.wisc.edu/agriculture/ 

Email Addresss: angie.ulness@wisc.edu

Like us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/extensionmanitowoccounty

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities
in employment and programming, including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements. 
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